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vainly to rise from the water and unable to do so because
they have gorged themselves so foil of filth that they cannot
get up! They have to disgorge the contents of their crop
before they can heave themselves into the air.
And farther on again, upon a stony slope, I was surrounded
by a swarm of fluttering, hovering terns, pale grey and deli-
cate and each with a black cap upon his head. They
hovered screaming and dropped down upon me continually
with their sharp beaks held vertically as though to pierce my
skull. And when close to me they jerked themselves into the
air again as if they were worked by strings from above.
Now I had climbed above the tussock grass on to a stony
slope that formed the skirt of a mountain- It swept down to
a cliff edge. Far below was the wrinkled ocean and the land
stretched out jagged arms into it so that its margin ran in
bays and loops. I was up among the circling gulls and
away down there, in gull's-eye view, I saw the tiny Don
Ernesto, from which a dot moved slowly towards the shore.
It was the thin young man taking ashore the line for the
slings for the twelfth time within forty-eight hours.
As the Don Ernesto steamed out of Undine Harbour it was
snowing and the flakes drove and whirled past the stern,
hissing down upon the piled blubber on the decks. The
tussock hills faded into the flying murk, but, as they vanished
I could see the myriad specks of albatrosses sitting on their
nests. Among them somewhere was a proud lady sitting
patiently in the blinding snow upon a hard and unresponsive
stone. We lay that night in Wilson Harbour and worked
the bays again next day, the Bay of Isles once more, Ice
Fjord, Antarctic Bay, New Fortune Bay and then, in the
evening, loaded with blubber, we turned homeward, a tiny
speck under the beetling cliffs. The Don Ernesto had done
well and her decks were loaded with the blubber of nearly
five hundred seals whose cold corpses lay rotting around the
beaches to show where she had been. They would be
skeletons when she came that way next.